
 
Construrail gets it cargo rail 

transportation service running between 
Valencia harbour and Madrid 

 
 
Madrid, 16 February 2007. Construrail, a company jointly owned by RENFE (49%) and 
the ACS Group company Continental Rail (51%), commenced its regular transportation of 
containers between Valencia harbour and Madrid. Construrail is a cargo carrier that since 
2003 has been making regular supplies of materials for the construction and mining 
industries. 
 
Engines provided by Continental Rail and engines supplied by RENFE will make two trips 
a week in each direction, using two new engines built according to Spanish railway 
specifications by Vossloh in Valencia. These are the first engines built by a private Railway 
Operator according to the standards required for the General Interest Railway Network 
(RFIG in the Spanish acronym). 
 
Construrail estimates that the four trips will carry 200 Teus (a unit equal to 20 feet, used to 
measure cargo volumes) per week, the equivalent of 100 full lorries. There are plans to 
increase the service to eight trips a week in the not too distant future. 
 
The Madrid-Valencia corridor was chosen due to the substantial presence of ACS Group 
companies in the logistics services in both of the Self-governing Communities. Specifically, 
via the Group’s concessions at Puerto Seco de Madrid (50% owned by ACS Group, 46% 
by Renfe, and 4% by Puertos del Estado), located in the city of Coslada, and at the 
Valencia harbour thanks to the Marítima Valenciana container terminal (fully owned by 
ACS Group). SICSA (in which ACS has a majority stake) is the container carriage operator 
that takes care of selling the services. 
 
The Board of Directors of ADIF (the Railway Infrastructures Administrator) granted 
Continental Rail the mandatory safety certificate on 24 November, 2006, being the final 
requirement to be able to use the RFIG. On 2 October 2006 the ACS Group company had 
obtained the license to operate as a rail company, making Continental Rail the first private 
company to meet all the formal conditions required to operate. At the end of last year it 
applied for an operating timetable, which it was granted on 2 January.   
 
ACS Group incorporated Continental Rail in May 2000 as part of its strategic target of 
getting ready and gaining a foothold prior to the liberalisation of the railway market. The 
company is experienced in shipping cargo, because since 2001 it has been transporting 
construction materials to the works on the new high-speed railway (AVE) lines. 
 



At present, besides the two engines manufactured by Vossloh specifically for the new 
service, Continental Rail has a total 22 diesel and electric-powered engines that it has 
been using to carry the above supplies, as well as the personnel required to drive them. 
 
The liberalisation of railways in Spain, symbolised by the commencement of operations by 
Continental Rail, is one of the objectives of the Government’s Plan for the Dynamisation of 
the Economy and Fostering of Productivity, which is meant to ensure that rail transport 
takes up a higher share of the cargo carriage market in Spain. 
 
Logistics activities in Spain are growing at rates that double GDP growth and Continental 
Rail wants to capture part of the related cargo carriage for the railway, a means of 
transportation that has a significant growth capacity in the cargo market.    


